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Protecting  the  unborn  baby 

Are  you  going  to  have  a baby? 

A boy? 

A girl? 

Even  your  doctor  doesn’t  know  that.  But  he 
does  know  how  to  protect  babies — including  your 
own  unborn  baby — from  syphilis.  Syphilis  is  a 
dangerous  catching  disease  which,  if  untreated,  can 
cause  insanity,  paralysis,  blindness,  deafness,  heart 
disease,  and  death,  in  children  as  well  as  adults. 

You,  as  a mother-to-be,  have  a great  responsibility. 
Your  baby’s  health  and  happiness  depend  on  you. 
As  soon  as  you  know  you  are  pregnant,  you  should 
have  a complete  physical  examination — including  a 
blood  test  for  syphilis.  If  a pregnant  woman  does 
have  syphilis,  the  sooner  she  is  under  a doctor’s  care, 
the  more  certain  she  is  of  having  a healthy  baby  . . . 
a baby  free  from  syphilis. 

The  father  also  has  a share  in  this  responsibility — 
by  being  sure  that  he  himself  is  in  good  health  and 
by  encouraging  his  wife  to  be  examined  early. 
Syphilis  and  gonorrhea  are  more  common  than  most 
people  realize.  None  of  us  can  afford  to  take  a 
chance. 

Syphilis-  Cause  and  Effect 

Syphilis  is  caused  by  a germ,  and  the  disease  is 
spread  when  this  germ  passes  from  a person  who 
has  the  disease  to  another  who  does  not  have  it. 
Syphilis  among  adults  is  generally  caught  by  having 
sex  relations  or  other  close  physical  contact  with  a 
jjerson  who  has  the  disease.  But  a baby  can  catch 
syphilis  before  it  is  born  if  its  mother  has  the 
disease. 

When  a child  catches  the  disease  before  birth,  it 
is  known  as  congenital  syphilis.  If  you  have  syphilis 
while  you  are  pregnant  and  you  take  proper  peni- 
cillin treatment,  you  can  be  sure  that  your  baby 
will  not  have  the  disease. 

The  sad  thing  about  pregnant  women  with  syphilis 
is  that  so  often  they  do  not  know  they  have  the 
disease  and,  without  treatment,  they  have  only  1 
chance  in  6 of  bearing  a normal  living  child.  Mis- 


carriages  and  stillbirths  are  common  among  im- 
treated  pregnant  women  with  syphilis.  If  their 
I babies  are  born  alive,  2 out  of  3 will  have  the  disease. 

1 Syphilis  is  such  a serious  disease  that  most  States 
j not  only  have  laws  requiring  both  the  man  and  the 
1 womrm  to  have  blood  tests  done  before  marrying, 
but  also  require  blood  tests  on  all  pregnant  women 
at  their  first  visit  to  a doctor  or  a clinic. 

The  germ  which  causes  syphilis  is  not  present  in 
the  bodies  of  all  children  at  birth.  An  unborn 
child  can  catch  syphilis  only  from  the  mother.  The 
mother  may  have  caught  the  disease  from  the  father 
of  the  child,  and  the  germs  of  syphilis  in  her  body 
then  pass  through  the  womb  to  attack  the  unborn 
child — unless  proper  treatment  is  given. 

Congenital  syphilis  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
, diseases  a phild  can  have.  The  baby  may  be  born 
prematurely,  or  with  open  sores,  rashes,  “snuffles, ” 
and  in  a very  weakened  condition.  These  sores  in 
the  infant  are  very  catching  to  others.  The  child 
•may  be  born  without  signs  of  the  disease  that  can 
I be  noticed.  If  the  disease  in  the  child  is  not  dis- 
covered for  several  years,  the  result  may  be  blind- 
ness, deafness,  paralysis,  insanity,  or  even  death. 
As  the  child  grows  older  and  the  serious  effects  de- 
velop, treatment  becomes  more  difficult— just  as  it 
does  in  the  adult.  Treatment  in  the  later  stages  will 
usually  prevent  further  damage  and  will  bring  great 
improvement,  even  though  the  blood  tests  xemain 
positive  to  some  degree.  Such  a person  cannot  pass 
the  disease  on  to  others. 

This  will  answer  a question  which  is  frequently 
asked.  A man  or  woman  who  has  had  syphilis  need 
not  hesitate  to  marry  and  have  children,  provided 
proper  treatment  has  been  received  and  the  doctor 
has  examined  and  found  that  person  to  be  in  normal 
good  health. 

See  Your  Doctor 

I Penicillin  is  an  unusually  safe  drug  for  the  infant, 

I child,  or  adult.  The  earlier  it  is  used  in  treatment,  the 
p more  effective  penicillin  will  be  in  curing  syphilis. 


If  brought  under  medical  care  early  enough,  most 
cases  of  syphilis  can  be  treated  quickly  and  con- 
veniently in  a doctor’s  office  or  in  a clinic,  with  prac- 
tically no  loss  of  time  from  work  or  home  duties. 
Only  a doctor  can  diagnose  syphilis,  and  only  a 
doctor  can  treat  the  disease.  You  cannot  buy  any 
pills,  salves,  ointments,  or  “quack”  remedies  which 
will  cure  syphilis. 

Don’t  take  any  chances.  As  soon  as  you  know 
you  are  pregnant,  see  your  doctor  or  ask  your  local 
health  department  about  a clinic.  You  have  a double 
responsibility  now — to  yourself  and  to  your  baby. 


DON’T  RISK  YOUR  RADY’S  LIFE 
SEE  YOUR  DOCTOR  AT  ONCE 
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